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 TODAY’S OBITUARIES
MILLER, Eugene, 76�E vansville

 � See all published obituaries on Madison.com.

Eugene Miller
June 16, 1949 — August 26, 2025

Funeral service: 11 a.m. on Wednesday, September 
17, 2025, at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 312 South 
Third Street, Evansville. Visitation: from 10 a.m. until 
the time of the service. The Ward-Hurtley Funeral 
Home, Evansville is assisting the family.

Driver from Cross 
Plains died in crash

WAUNAKEE — Au-
thorities have released the 
identity of a driver killed in 
a crash north of Waunakee 
on Monday.

The Dane County Med-
ical Examiner’s Office 
said Thursday that Keith 
D. Gunter, 63, of Cross 
Plains, died in the crash.

Gunter was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Prelim-
inary results of a forensic 
examination on Tuesday 
confirmed that he died as 
a result of crash injuries, 
with more testing being 

done.
The crash happened 

about 4:45 p.m. Monday 
on Highway I at Cuba 
Valley Road in the town of 
Vienna, the Dane County 
Sheriff’s Office reported.

Investigators believe 
that Gunter’s vehicle was 
heading west on Cuba 
Valley Road when it was 
struck by a northbound 
vehicle on Highway I that 
failed to stop at a stop sign 
on Cuba Valley Road. The 
60-year-old man driving 
the northbound vehicle 
sustained serious injuries.

The death remains un-
der investigation.

Authorities look 
into Grant County 
death

MUSCODA — The Grant 
County Sheriff’s Office 
said Thursday it is in-
vestigating the death of a 
woman found dead outside 
her home on Wednesday.

At about 6:15 p.m., a 
neighbor called authorities 
to request law enforce-
ment check on a neighbor 
who they thought was ei-
ther passed out or dead in 
her driveway in the town 
of Muscoda, Sheriff Craig 
Reukauf said in a state-
ment.

A deputy found the 
woman dead. Her name 
was withheld pending 
notification of family. 
Due to “unusual circum-
stances” that were not 
specified, assistance was 
requested from the Wis-
consin State Crime Lab-
oratory’s Crime Scene 
Response Team.

The Grant County Cor-
oner’s Office will do an 
autopsy.

“At this point, we do 
not believe there is any 
immediate danger to the 
public,” Reukauf said in a 
statement.

— State Journal staff

DIGEST

allowed in the Capitol, ac-
cording to a 2021 report by 
the Council of State Gov-
ernments. Thirty-six states 
ban concealed weapons in 
their capitol buildings.

Three police officers were 
stationed outside of the en-
trance to the state Assembly 
on Thursday. There were no 
signs of additional security 
inside the chamber where 
lawmakers were meeting. 
The galleries were open 
and members of the public 
were seated there observing 
Thursday’s debate.

Although Vos opposes 
increasing security at the 
Capitol, he said he is looking 
at ways lawmakers can bol-
ster security at their homes 
or places “where they might 
be vulnerable.”

Democratic leaders said 
they are also looking at ways 
to bolster security.

“This is top of mind for 
many of our colleagues 
and, of course, the staff who 
work in the Capitol as well, 
the press, the guests, the 
children that come through 
this building on Capitol vis-
its,” said Assembly Minority 
Leader Greta Neubauer. “So 
it’s an ongoing conversa-
tion.”

Security
From A3

The two campuses plan 
to review programs that 
overlap to avoid duplication 
during the transition.

Competitive athletics will 
be discontinued at UW-Ste-
vens Point at Wausau, but 
intramural and club teams, 
which already are a collabo-
ration between the Wausau 
campus and technical col-
lege, will expand.

The Wausau campus’s 
FAQ page about the move 
says staff positions will be 
reduced during the tran-
sition but did not list how 
many roles will be cut. 
Those whose positions are 
eliminated will be given the 
opportunity to connect with 
other positions at UW-Ste-
vens Point or in Marathon 
County, although it’s not 
clear whether they’re guar-
anteed a job.

Stock declined to com-
ment on what the position 
reductions and relocations 
will look like.

Closures, changes 
part of a broader 
trend

Of the 13 branch cam-
puses the UW system 
had four years ago, six 
have either fully closed or 
stopped offering in-per-
son classes. Additionally, 
UW-Platteville Baraboo 

Sauk County has an-
nounced it’s moving its 
classes on campus from 
five buildings to one.

UW system leaders say 
declining enrollment has led 
to the closures.

Enrollment at the Wausau 
campus is projected to drop 
by 13.6% this fall, according 
to preliminary student count 
estimates obtained Wednes-
day. This year the Wausau 
campus is expected to en-
roll 229 students, compared 
with 265 in 2024.

Fewer students also are 
attending UW-Stevens 
Point’s other branch cam-
pus, in Marshfield, with en-
rollment dropping 9.6% to 
141 students this fall.

But UW-Stevens Point’s 
overall enrollment is pro-
jected to increase this fall by 
287 students, according to 
preliminary estimates re-
leased Tuesday.

As the UW system has 
closed branch campuses, the 
counties and municipalities 
that own the land have been 
tasked to find new purposes, 
or developers, for the prop-
erties.

Marathon County will 
soon have a meeting to 
discuss what’s next for the 
campus, said County Board 
Chair Kurt Gibbs, noting 
that nothing has been de-
cided yet about what the 
campus will look like, in-
cluding whether it could be 
redeveloped or used by the 
community in some way.

Wausau
From A3

unweighted 3.8 GPA appears 
the same as a student with a 
much less rigorous course 
load and the same GPA,” the 
person said. “Those two stu-
dents are very different.”

In a statement Thursday 
afternoon, the district’s 
communications office said 
the “surveys were among a 
number of factors that we 
considered when making 
our final determination,” and 
pointed to three factors in 
particular in defending the 
decision not to use weighted 
grading:

 � “Weighted GPAs would 
assign a higher value for 
some selected courses over 
others, thereby prioritizing 
benefits to students in those 
selected courses.

 � “Our high schools are 
focused on improving pro-
portionate student rep-
resentation in advanced 
coursework, and weighted 
GPAs may work counter to 
that goal.

 � “Our efforts and re-
sources would be best di-
rected to improving our 
current system of advising 
students to pursue course-
work aligned with their 
post-secondary goals and 
strengthening related sys-
tems of support.”

The School Board did 
not have any formal say in 
the decision, and two of 
the seven board members, 
Nicki Vander Meulen and 
Martha Siravo, have criti-
cized administrators for not 
providing them with enough 
information about the issue. 

Vander Meulen has come out 
in favor of weighted grading, 
while Siravo said she did not 
have enough information to 
have a position.

Vander Meulen was the 
only board member to re-
spond Thursday to a request 
for comment on the survey 
results. She reiterated that 
she had asked for infor-
mation about the issue for 
“months” but was “repeat-
edly told this isn’t a Board 
decision.”

About 14% of family 
members and 11% of stu-
dents were opposed to 
weighted grading, according 
to the survey results. About 
17% of students and about 
16% of family members were 
“neutral” on the question of 
whether to shift to weighted 
grading.

By contrast, a small plu-
rality — or about 41% — of 
staff who filled out the sur-
vey said they opposed a shift 
to weighted grading. About 
36% said they were in favor, 
and the rest were neutral.

In another policy decision 
related to the Wisconsin 
Guarantee program, the dis-
trict has said it will not seek 
to break ties among students 
if more than 5% and 10% of a 
high school class ranks in the 
top 5% and 10% of the class 
by GPA.

Instead, all students with 
GPA rankings in the top 5% 
and 10% will be identified 
as such on their transcripts.

Other districts have 
sought to use the number 
of credits acquired, the dif-
ficulty of classes taken or 
other factors to break ties 
among top-performing stu-
dents.

Grades
From A3
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