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Re: Marquette Direct Entry Master of Science Nursing Program

Dear Senator Miller and Representative Parisi:

This is in response to an inquiry from your offices to Secretary Celia M. Jackson regarding your
constituent, Michael Bertrand and his daughter, Lydia Belirand, who was a former student of the
Marquette University's Direct Entry Master of Science Nursing (MSN) Program. In your letter you have
asked whether "the Department of Regulation and Licensing will recognize the decision made by Wayne
Austin in his February 1, 1999 letter to Madeline Wake at Marquette University, in which Mr. Austin
confirmed the approval of the program by the Wisconsin Board of Nursing. " Prior to specifically
addressing your question, I would like to share with you some background information regarding the
claims made by the Bertrands and the Department's responses to date.

Over the past several months, both Ms. Bertrand and Mr. Bertrand have individually contacted
the members of the Wisconsin Board of Nursing (BON) and Secretary Jackson, as well as members of
the state legislature and the Governor's Office, challenging the validity of the Marquette Direct Entry
MSN Program. The Department has been responsive to the Bertrands's inquiries by providing copies of
all relevant documentation available on the program as well as a letter outlining the Department's
position. (Attachment 1) The BON also provided Ms. Bertrand an opportunity for a personal
appearance at its July 26th meeting. During her appearance before the Board, Ms. Bertrand requested
that: (1) the Board dissolve the Marquette Direct Entry MSN Program and (2) the Department cease
issuing nursing licenses to students who have completed the basic nursing curriculum of the Program.
In the alternative, Ms. Bertrand asked the Board to require that Marquette University either place a
graduation date on her official transcript or grant her a diploma of graduation. The Board has yet to
make a formal decision on Ms. Bertrand's requests; instead it has indicated an interest in receiving
additional information from Marquette University and UW-Milwaukee regarding their respective direct
entry graduate nursing programs. The representatives from these nursing schools will likely appear at
the Board's next regularly scheduled meeting in August.




